The analgesic effect of a low dose of alfentanil.
The effect of a single small dose of alfentanil (6 micrograms/kg) on postoperative pain was compared with saline using a double blind study. Pain was assessed using a linear analogue scale and shown to decrease at 2, 5 and 10 minutes after injection of alfentanil (p less than 0.01). The PE'CO2 was increased at 2 and 15 minutes (p less than 0.05) and 5 and 10 minutes (p less than 0.01) after injection of alfentanil. There were no changes in pain or PE'CO2 in the control group throughout the study. Intravenous alfentanil given to patients in pain provides quick effective analgesia for a short period of time, but respiratory depression may occur.